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Woolworths in Brief



Woolworths Food Landscape

319m 
UNITS

199      
DATA 

POINTS

Collaborating in 
industry bodies: 

AgriSA, SABO, 
SAOSA, IPW & 

SIZA

R 8.58 BN 
Turnover 

(Produce & Horti)

6 FOOD 
GROUPS

161 Primary 
& 154 

Secondary 
Suppliers    
(+900 Sites)

± 88 812 
Ha

25 FARMING 
METHODOLOGIES

+550 
VARIETIES 



Woolworths Food Landscape

Agriculture is WW Food biggest

opportunity but also our 

greatest risk.



As a RESPONSIBLE & TRUSTED RETAILER, we have “FIELD TO FORK” accountability across the life-cycle of the 

produce we sell to ensure the HEALTH & SAFETY of our FARM WORKERS and CONSUMERS.

Public Concerns



Pesticides: Friend or Foe?



Usage Concerns

• EC50 = how much fungicide is needed to slow disease by 50%.

• Low EC50: Only a small amount of the pesticide is needed to produce 

50% of the maximum effect.

• High EC50: A high value, particularly above 1, indicates a lower 

potency substance, i.e. the disease is harder to control.

• It is best measured over time and results compared.



Usage Concerns



Balancing Act



Woolworths Vision Zero

Not criminalising pesticides

This image cannot currently  
be displayed.

Protect non-HHP pesticides

This image cannot currently  
be displayed.

No routine usage

This image cannot currently  
be displayed.

< 0.01ppm (excluding post-harvest fungicides)

This image cannot currently  
be displayed.

Follow EU/UK standards

This image cannot currently  
be displayed.

Pragmatic – must make economic sense

This image cannot currently  
be displayed.

Food security – must address challenges

This image cannot currently  
be displayed.

Critical part of FFF going forward

This image cannot currently  
be displayed.

Our goal is to REDUCE OUR 

DEPENDENCY ON SYNTHETIC 

PESTICIDES. 

They must form part of a FULLY 

INTEGRATED PROGRAM, with THE 

OPTIMAL CONTROL MEASURE, which 

may not be a pesticide, BEING USED 

AT THE OPTIMAL TIME. 



Woolworths Approach

• Historical analysis 

of WW Brand 

Integrity findings. 

• Used to make data-

driven decision on 

crop focus.



Woolworths Residue Testing Data



Woolworths Approach

• Top 3 focus: TOMATO, PEPPER & KALE

• Based on number of actives found per sample and the type of actives being 

used



Woolworths Approach

• Initial crop focus: TOMATO

• Multi-stakeholder initiative, with input from growers, industry & 

Woolworths

• Each project owned by one WW Technologist and suppliers

Quarterly 
Meetings

Tuta 
Trials at 

SUN

LED 
Lights

TOMATO
WORK 
GROUP

Pest Focus

Disease Focus

LED Frequencies 
for Thrips

LED Frequencies for 
Tuta 

Fungal 
Identification

Fungicide 
Resistance 

Testing (EC50)

ARC

Fertilizer 
Impact on 

Susceptibility

Variety 
Susceptibility



Stakeholder Projects

Stellenbosch University (SUN) 

Project Objectives

Varietal semiochemical effect on Tuta behaviour on tomato

Effect of nitrogen rates on plant health

Tuned LED lights Tuta attract & kill

Agricultural Research Council (ARC)

Project Objectives:

Identification of common fungal problems leading to rot of tomatoes & peppers

Fungicide resistance testing (EC50)

Dropsight 

Project Objectives

Sprayer efficiency testing across all workgroup growers 



Stakeholder Projects

SOILTECH

Project Objectives

DNA/ PCR identification of fungal isolates up to specie level

Conduct lab, field & post harvest trials using SOILTECH biological products

Develop IPM and biological treatment plans 

Oasys IPM Lighting Solutions

Project Objectives

Develop tuned LED lighting as an alternative to insect traps

Testing different light frequencies on pest species (storage pests, moths, stinkbugs, thrips)

Labserve

Project Objectives

Development of pesticide residue dashboard allowing all growers to compare their 

results down to product level



Our Progress

LED Lights: 

6 x LED Pan Lights (8 frequencies), 4 x Indoor Fan Lights (2 frequencies) & 1 x LED Thrips Light (2 frequencies)



LED Lights: 

Tuned for moth pest species (Tuta, Bollworm, Potato Tuber Moth, Diamond Back Moth, Fall Army Worm)

Our Progress



Our Progress



LED Lights: 
Tuned for stinkbug (and moth pest species)

Our Progress



Indoor LED Lights: 
Tuned for thrips and moths

Our Progress



Our Progress
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